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Recentl)', four trials showed both disease frt.'c survival and overall SlJrvl\'sl benefit for adjuv8nt
Herceptin for breesl cancer. These were the HERA Trial, NSABP·31 Trial, NCCTG-983I Trial.
Ilnd BCIRG006 Trill!' HCC1\use of the overwht:lming evidence in terms of both disease free and
overall survival, it is anticipated thAt Herceptin in The adjuvant s:::tting. either concurrent with
Chemotherapy or nner Chemorhcrapy. may be approved in Newfoundland very shortly.
Therefore all breast cancer pntients with invasive disense ShOllld be 1('sled up frollt for Her·2-neu
by imnlUnohislOchemistry. As ll!>ua1. all cases scores as 2+ should be the It senl for FISH
cOI:!irlnBtion. We lire Cl.lrremJy referring F1SH confirmation to Dr. Wedt.d Hanna 81 Sunllybrook
lind Women's College Ht=:z.hh Science~ Centre nl [he Uni'.'::-si1) ofTorcnto

j wmlld appreciate it If you w.ould begin 10 incorpvrate this teSl in:o your practice 85 soon as
possible.

As a reminder. when r.:hoosing biocks to send for bOlh horlllone ~eceptoJ' testing and Her-2·neu
testing. please select 8 section that conlnil~~ ooth tumour Dnd normal or henign epithelium. The
normal and/or benign epilhelium 8:':\S as an imen~nl contror ior immunol~i.slOcht:mi::RI su.ining.

Ifyotl b8V~ I!.ny questIons, please ::all Dr. Bt:\·cr\e~ Cl\:-:t:r at 777·5~)O.
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