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BR AST CANCER TESTING CONTROVERSY: "Annie" is a breast cancer survivor and
has mixed results about the breast cancer testing controversy.
Mo day, May 21,2007 09:42AM Item # 13
va M Radio St. John's

RA DY SIMMS: We are going to go and say a very good morning here to
Ann e. Hi, Annie.

AN IE: Good morning, Randy.

RA DY SIMMS: Good morning.

AN IE: Yes, I have a couple of topics.

RA Y SIMMS: Sure.

ANN E' The first one being the breast cancer testing.

RAN Y SIMMS: Yeah.

ANN E: I have a lot of mixed feelings about it. Or I'll say that I am a
brear cancer survivor.

I
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DY SIMMS: How long ago, Annie?

IE: It'll be five years in October.

DY SIMMS. So, if come October you still get a clean bill of health 
an you're assuming you will- does that mean that your treatments and all
of at stuff will end? Like, like, have you been taking any drugs or
an thing for this cancer?

IE: No.

DY SIMMS: Okay.

AN IE: I'm going to throw out something that's probably going to be
din rent than you'll normally hear.

DY SIMMS: All right.

IE: This is, of course, my opinion, probably be totally disagreed with
a b a lot of people that's listening to me. I got a question for you,
Ra dy. Is there a known cure for cancer?

DY SIMMS: No.

IE: There's not.

DY SIMMS: No. Because there's not just one cancer.

IE: Exactly.

DY SIMMS: There's thousands of different types.

IE: So, you know, I understand all this upset by the breast cancer
wo en given that I am one. But I'm looking at the other side of it.
Ca cer is what threatens your life, not lack of treatment.

AN IE: That's the bottom line for me. It's not that I wants to be
ne tive but that's reality for me. That's how I looks at it. Now, I
un rstands all the upset and all the emotional deal that goes along with
it. I ve been through it. But another question that I have coming out of
this is do you get a smooth ride in the medical system anyway?

DY SIMMS: When you say smooth ride, what do you mean?

IE: Well, from start to finish for me it was a bumpy path. The people
ood in the medical system but the people are human.

AN IE: And when you know this when you start out, you don't get so
dis ppointed, Randy. You know-
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IE: It was what I expected. I never had expectations that would, you

DY SIMMS: You never had-

AN IE: It's like Christmas morning, when you expect something that you
do 't get. like, to me, it's not the people in the medical system. I'll
sp ak on the treatment side of it. I got no faith, personally, in
tre tment. So, therefore, if I didn't have it, I can't lose it.

DY SIMMS: But you had treatment, right?

IE: No, I didn't.

DY SIMMS: You were diagnosed With breast cancer?

IE: Yeah. I had surgery and that was it.

DY SIMMS: All right. So you had, well, let's, that was the treatment.

IE: That was the treatment, yes.

DY SIMMS. They removed the tumour.

AN~IE: Yes. But as in medicines and stuff-

RA DY SIMMS: You had not, you didn't have any Tamoxifen or anything of
tha nature?

RA DY SIMMS: Now, was it recommended that you have that? Or did, or did,
or as it recommended that you not because of the type of cancer that you
ha ?

IE: That's right.

DY SIMMS: And they also, obviously, determined that the cancer when
removed it had not spread.

IE: It was recommended that I didn't have it.

DY SIMMS: Okay. So, therefore, so, therefore, because of the, the
ho one receptor tests, they determined that Tamoxifen or some other
tre tment of that type wasn't necessary for you.

IE: That's right.

RA DY SIMMS: And they also determined that, as a result of it, you
wo Idn't even require anything like radiation treatment.
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tha king God for the easy ride you got.
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A NIE: Yes. However, I wasn't going to accept treatment If It was
re ommended for me.

R NOY SIMMS: Wny not?

A NIE: All kinds of reasons. And practically what J started out with,
th re's no knowl'l cure for cancer and I don't believe it could cure me.
It' thafs it. I had that discussion with a lady one day and she got
re lIy upset with me because, you know, she believed in the treatment.
Bu , like, that's my mind, right? My mind, Randy, IS there is no cure for
ca cer so they can only treat it and that's why I said·

R OY SIMMS: But in your case, in your case, they removed it.

AN IE: Yes. As far as they know they removed it, you know? They tell
yo they got things. You get up and you walk away with that positive
mi dset but you never know that. You l you always live with a certain
am unt of uncertainty once you, once you've had cancer.

RA DY SIMMS: I think that that's true. J think you live with that for
the rest of your days.

AN IE: Yes. Regardless of what happens in the medical system and the
stu thatts out there now, there's a, there's a bottom line to all of it,
Ra dy, there's a bottom line.

RA DY SIMMS: But if they came, if the doctors had come back to you,
An ie, at the time and they'd have said now we're going to put you on a
pill r the next five years, or we think that, that, we really think you
sho Id have chemotherapy, you're saying you wouldn't have taken those
thin s.

DY SIMMS: Annie, that would not have been smart. I know how you

AN IE: Probably not, but I, I discussed it with, with one of the doctors
and e said you can't, they can't force me if I wouldn't have wanted to,
I'm at a child.

RA DY SIMMS; Well, that's true, you, you're not required to take
trea ent, that's true. But I would've, I would say to you that-

AN IE: I still WOUld, I still would probably have to be in that situation
to, t make the call, but I was close enough there, I mean, J was in, I
was nto the cancer clinic and whatnot talking to the doctors and stuff.
My e years haven't been, haven't been smooth either. I've been back
and rth four times in the last year for different things that happened
to m . But, like I said. that. that's my mindset. I'd have to be faced
with hat to make the, to make a final call. But·

ANN E: -the bottom line is, like, for me, was like J told you. ThebOltO! line is there is no known cure for cancer; ii's only being treated.
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R NOV SIMMS: But that's wrong, you know that. LIke, like the statement
yo just made is actually wrong.

R NOY SIMMS: Right? Yeah. You know that. It's not that it's only being
tre ted

R NOY SIMMS: Right? Cancer has been for many people, been clJred. I mean
th usands and thousands and thousands of people are surviving any number
of ncers today because they are receiving the right treatment. And
th 're being cured, sure.

RA OY SIMMS: Sure. Lots of breast cancer, you yourself have been cured as
res It of, if, if you have no breast cancer and that today you yourself
we e cured as a result of a treatment they gave you. Right? Which in your
ca was a surgery.

AN IE: They won't say they're curing people. though.

RA OY SIMMS: Right? So, prostrate, say a guy had prostate cancer, goes
in a d has surgery and goes through all the process and whatnot. He comes
out f it, he's PSA levels are flattened, he's in perfect health,
eve tning is fine. Wouldn't you have to say that guys been cured of the
dis ase?

AN IE: Well, you're the first proof for me to hear, having heard say that
bee use the most I gets is negative things. Not from the immediate people
in life but out around, once you've had cancer you got cancer and you
got load of doubt on your head.

RA OY SIMMS: Well, I think that that's true. 'guess you have a lot of
dou t on your heard, you'll always wonder about your condition and where
you reo But I don't think itls fair to say that there are no cures and
that obody ever gets cured. ',well, define what you want as cure. In
my se, if I have cancer, I go through a regiment of treatment and' am
then cancer-free. "ve been cured. That's how I'd look at it.

RAN Y SIMMS: Yeah. How else do you look at it? I don't know. We'll see
wha others got to say.

ANN E: Well, that's Why I called. I wanted to stir up something about,
abo what's going on and I'm listening all the time and nobody's come
forw rd to speak and I totally enjoyed talking to you.

RAN Y SIMMS: Well, good to talk with you, ma'am.

ANNI:Thank you.
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R NOY SIMMS: You have a great day.

A

R NOY SIMMS: Take care. Bye-bye. That's pretty interesting stuff what
sh 's saying there. But, to me, I mean, there are hundreds and hundreds
an hundreds and hundreds of cancers for which there have been hundreds
an hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of treatments determined. Now some
tre tments can only manage a disease; I understand that, you know, I
un erstand that. But if you, for example, if you, if you go in and
so eone has leukemia and the treatment for that is a marrow transplant and
yo find a match and you get a bone marrow transplant and the disease
lea es your body as a result of that and you're health as a result of that
an five years and six years later you're still healthy. Were you cured?
Int resting debate, interesting debate.
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