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Cancer..
SUit Ie
Eastern Health sued for false breast cancer test;
lawyer expects more suits to come

A
Mount Pearl woman is suing
Eastern Health in what her
lawyer predicts may be the

first in a string of lawsuits stemming
from an ongoing breast cancer testing
nightmare.

Michelle B. Hanlon, 42, allege, the
cancer that cost her both breasts and
later spreadto her lungs, liver,and brain
could have been Slopped or slowed if
Eastern Health had correctly performed
a test that helps determine a course of
treatment.

Hanlon is one of hundreds of breast
cancer patients whose estrogen and
progesterone receptor (ER/PR) tests
may have given false results, possibly

resulting in their exclusion from hor
mone treatments such as Tamoxifen.

A statement of claim, filed on
Hanlon's behalf, reads: "The plaintiff
has undergone a numberof unnecessary
and lengthy courses of radiation and
chemotherapy with associated symp
toms that include nausea, pain, severe
fatigue and hair loss, prolonged bospi
taiization, and suffers from ongoing
pain, fatigue, suffering, and distress."

The statement also says Eastern
Health's alleged negligence shortened
Hanlon's life expectancy, cost her
money for other drugsand services,and
diminished her earning and housekeep
ing abilities. She's suing for unspecified
lost wages, medical expenses, travel
ling expenses, court costs, and pain and
suffering.

See "Law firm," page 4
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Law firm has other
cancer clients
From page 1

Collin Feltham, one of the lawyers representing Hanlon,
says he's not yet sure how much money his client will ask
for. However, he says, she does not intend to seek punitive
damages at this point.

"I don't think their actions were that high-handed to go
that far," he says. "It wasn't anything deliberate, based on
what we know today."

Feltharn says he expects there will be .more lawsuits. In
fact his firm -- Roebothan, McKay, and Marshallv-- is deal
ingwith other clients inrespect to the breast cancer tests.

Feltham says the lawsuit is complex and will likely be
quite lengthy. He says once lawyers for Eastern Health
respond to tbe statement of claim, the next step is for the two
parties to disclose relevant information.

Daniel Boone, a lawyerrepresenting Eastern Health,says
his team is gathering information to prepare a plea and
would likely be ready to enter a statement of defence in
aboot a month. He declined further comment.

Susan Bonnell, director of communications for Eastern
Health, also declined comment.

"It's in the hands of our legal council, and we'll follow the
legal process of the law," she says.

According to the statement of claim, Hanlon underwent a
biopsy of her left breast on March 24, 2000 at the Health
Sciences Centre, which is operated by Eastern Health. The
report was positive for breast cancer, but a further ERIPR
test gave a false negative result The laboratory reported the
ERIPR test would be repeated, but according to the state
ment of claim that didn't happen for over five years. Within
a week of being diagnosed with breast cancer, Hanlon had
her left breast partially removed.

On May 3, 2000, Hanlon's oncologist allegedly relied on
the laboratory's pathology information - including the
false ERJPR test -to determine that Hanlon should under
go chemotherapy. When Hanlon asked the oncologist if she
should undergo Tamoxifen treatment, she was told such a
hormone-based therapy was inappropriate due to her ERJPR
test results.

Instead, she was given radiation therapy, for which she
had to travel to Cleveland, Ohio, due to a shortage ofradia
lion therapists in Newfoundland and Labrador.

On March 27, 2001, Hanlon had the rest of her left breast
removed, A chest Xwray revealed a suspicious lesion on her
left lung, which turned out to be cancer. She had her right
breast removed and underwent more chemotherapy, includ
ing a 14-month stint in early 2004. But the cancer in her
lungswasn't going away._. -. - --
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